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New Delhi: Concerned over
the drop of nearly three per-
centage points in overall vot-
er turnout in the first phase
of Lok Sabha elections this
year as compared to 2
with the decline recorded
19 of the 21 states and Union
i territories that voted on Fri-
i day, the Election Commis-
: sion will be making a mid-
i poll correction in its strate-
i gytoboost turnout.
Though the polling per-
i centagehasinched upsince
i Friday as more reports
i from remote polling sta-
: tionscamein—withthelat-
i est figure now 66% and ex-
: pected to rise further by at
i least 0.1-0.2 percentage
: points—itisstill way short
¢ of the 69.2% turnout re-
corded in 2019 for the samé
102 constituencies where

DANCE o
DEMOCRACY

» Full coverage, P 8, 10

polling has been completed.
Concedingthatthe EC “is
very concerned about the
dip in turnout”, one of its se-
nior functionaries said that
voter enthusiasm, though
apparent, was not enough to
bring them to the polling sta-
tions. “EC had made tremen-
dous efforts to push up turn-
out. There were targeted in-
terventions like the turnout
implementation plan (TIP)
under the Systematic Voter
Education and Electoral
Participation Program
: (SVEEP), voting appeals by
i celebrities roped in as EC
: ambassadors, tie up with
i BCCItouselIPLasaplatform
: to motivate voters and im-
: proving polling booth facili-
i ties to make voting a pleas-
i ant experience, but they
i seem to have fallen short,”
i said the EC functionary.
! As per sources, the possi-
ble reasons for lower turn-
R RPN I

ter UdhayanidhiStalin. U%:

SEEEIBEERUEEEEEEEL

EERS

i i 61.5
) ] 3 “
131 535 |

OVERALL TURNOUT 69.2% 66%
g Source: Election Commission

outmay be thesummerheat; ra
apathy caused by many vot-
ers perceiving the result to
be a foregone conclusion;
and a clash with the festival,
wedding season.

Bihar recorded the
est turnout at49.2%; eve
this not take the

d'too saw lesser voter
enthusiasm, | the turn-
out theré dipping to 57.2%
from 61.5% in 2019.

West Be which has
beena ig -turnoutstate, saw

category

identify
of voters Who may have con-

ed area, the correspond

turnout in 2019 was higherat  tributed to the turn-
53.5%. UP too saw the t&q} out. “We @lo not profile the
out slip to61.1% from 66.. voters anfl count them as

‘separate ¢ tegorhs. The on-
ly solution is to encourage
and mobilise all the catego-
ries with failored interven-
tions to shin apathy and be
counted,”said an ECofficial.
The commission is ex-
pécted to come out w th re-
out-boosti g
strategies before the next
round of pelling gets under
wayonApril26.

it fell to sem,to 72.1% de

spite
that

ment by Tamil Nadu mmin—
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Urban apathy" Metros grappe with poor turnouts

Manoj Sharma New Delhi’s voter turnout — “Municipal teams are on the ~ galuru are also working dili-
———————————  56:87% — was hardly notewor- city streets, knocking on doors,  gently to improve voter turnout.
Vetarsihlogiistantingacom " thy. But this year, Chennai, and holding dialogue withcom-  However, experts offer differ-
NEW DELHI: India’s major cities,  which has gone to polls for the munities and industry bodies  ing perspectives on the root
often celebrated as vibranthubs  ongoing Lok Sabha elections, like FICCI in our pursuit to causes of urban voter apathy.
of diversity and progress, have  showed it too suffered from the achieve a ten-percentage point Sudhanshu Kaushik, founder
consistently grappled with ~same problem. On April 19, increase in voter turnout,” said  of Young India Foundation, a
record-low voter turnouts. acr Chennai's three Lok Sabha con- Rose. However, achieving this  Delhi-based non-profit dedicated
municipal, recorded a lower goal presents a challenge, con-  to increasing youth participation
mentary elections. chording to turnout than in the previous sidering that the Lok Sabha polls  in electoral politics, said the
data from the Election Commis-  three Lok Sabha elections. Chen- in Hyderabad are scheduled for  major reason behind the low
sion, a staggering 17 out of the 50 nai Central registered the lowest May 13, amid hot and humid voter turnout in cities like
Lok Sabha constituencies with at53.91%, against 58.75% in 2019. conditions. bad, Pune and Bangalore
the lowest voter turnout nation- Earlier in April, the Election In Bengaluru, Tnshar Glrl isthat these: dlies have asignifi-
wide in me 2019 elections were  Commission of India held a first- Nath, the cant and
located of-its-kind “Ce on Low Bruhat young
major Ilrhn centres. Voter Turnout” with A from th 17outof 50 Lok  Palike (BBMP), is leading the  registered as voters.
Hyderabad, with a mere from bh: voter! e charge in voter awareness cam- Professor Vivek Kumar from
44.84% voter turnout, ranked  ies, urging them to spearheada  polls were located in metropolitan cities. asp  paigns. The BBMP has collabo-  Jawaharlal Nehru University
fourth on the list, trailing behind  movementaimed at motivating rated with IT-BT to’ attributed it to the middle class
Anantnag, Srinagar and Baram-  urban voters and instilling a  day, discrepancies in electoral  rollsand relocating thousandsof ~ promote voting lereneu ‘having little stake in the govern-
ulla, which had the lowest voter  renewed sense of civic duty. rolls and the of famil voters to resolve split voter among employees and has ment, while Sanjay Kumar, the
turnout percentages at 8.98, Ronald Rose, the commis- members to different polling issues.” requested them to provide paid  co-director of Lokniti at the Cen-
14.43 and 34.60%, respectlvety sioner of the Greater Hyderabad The corporation’s efforts leave on polling day. tre for the Study of Developing .
Other major cities, icipal Co i To tackle these challenges include door-to-door engage- “Bengaluru has historically  Societies, argued that it is the
Pune (49.89%), Mumbai South  trict election officer, has setan head-on, the Greater Hyderabad  ment with residents, targeted  seen low voter turnout during  poor working in the informal
(51%) and Bangalore South ambitious goal of boosting voter C has SMS igns using property  elections, and we are tryingto  sector who face challenges in
(53.70%), also found turnout in bylOper- launched a multifaceted cam-  taxpayer data, signature cam-  change that by du ng their right
on this disconcerting list. Even  centage points. He identified sev- paigns and flash mobs at malls ~ cive environment throughiinter-  to lack of leave and the inability
cities like Kanpur, Allahabad, eral factors contributing to the “We have identified approxi- to amplify voter awareness. acﬁng with RWAs, using social  to I‘orgoa day’s wages.
Lucknow and Nagpur failed to  city’s low voter participation, mately 2000 polling booths with ~ These align with the i “During our studies, we have
surpass the 55% mark in voter  including general apathy, signifi- ~a dismal voter turnout of 50% or ~ Election Commission of India’s such as(.ycmhnns padayatras,  found that tis the poor working
par(lcipanon cant voter mobility due towork  less,” Rose said. “Efforts have ﬂagshlp program for voter edu- two-wheeler and three-wheeler in the informal sector who are
though of  beenmad hal-  catiol rallies,” he said. unable to vote as they do not get
stlmencles of Chennai and Delhi  work by daily wage earners lenges, including removing ineli- Vmers Education and Electoral Civil society groups and resi-  leave and cannot forgo a day’s
do not feature in the lowest list, gible voters from the electoral ~ Participation (SVEEP). dent welfare associations in Ben-  wages for voting,” he said.

despite polling day being a holi-
B o g oy

o &y
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THE STORY OF INDELIBLE INK, A
LASTINGSYMBOT_OFEL CTIUNS

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, APRIL 21

AS FRIDAY marked the first phase of the
Lok Sabha elections, the classic symbol of
Indian polls was underthe spotlight again
—aleft hand withits index fingerextended,
marked by purple-black indelible ink.
Mysore Paints & Vamnish Ltd, owned by
the Karnataka government, which is the
sole manufacturer of the ink in India, told
DD News that around 26.5 lakh phials or
small bottles (with a capacity of 10ml each)
would be madefor thiselection cycle.

Why is the ink required?

The indelible ink was first manufac-
tured at the Election Commission of
India’s request by the Council of Scientific
& Industrial Research. The MyGov web-
site says, “It was to counter the challenge
of fraudulent voting” that research work
onformulating the inkbegan in

. Voters after casting votes for the Lok
Sabha polls, in Nagpur, on Friday. P11

indexﬁngerww;lbe marked withtheink.
The RoPA also speaks of rules being for-
mulated “for pro hibiting the dellvery of

the 1950s bysamm of the forefinger until the 1962
National Research ! general elections, after whn:h it
Corporation patented it was made above

MysorePaints & VarhishLtd 1/ u T mﬁloh e L‘.\?L
has been licensed to manufac- ’
ture the ink and has been in the es it indelible?
business since 1962. It was es- 202 4 lndeh e ink contains silver
tablished in 1937 by Nalwadi nitrate. It is colourless and be-
Krishnaraja Wodeyar, the comes visible when exposed to
Maharaja of Mysore. ultraviolet light, like sunlight.

At around 20% concentration of silver

How long has itbeen in use? nitrate, the ink becorhes difficult to remove

The Representation of the People Act  for at least 72 hoursafter appl’ation

(RoPA) of 1951 mentions the ink. Section
61 states that rules may be made under
the Act “for the marking withindelible ink
of the thumb or any other finger of every
elector who applies for a ballot paper or
ballot papers for the purpose of voting at

a polling station before delivery of such ~ cation varies. ln ambodla and the
paper or papers tohim." Maldives, voters todip his/her finger

When ballot papers were the norm,  into the ink...inBi aFasotheinkisap-
voters had to mark their preferenceon  plied with a brush, and nozzles are used

them. Before the paper was given, avoter’s

forits use in Turkey,
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SP MLA booked for ‘abusive’ remark
against BJP’s Bareilly candidate

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW. APRIL 21

SP WORKER HELD FOR DEROGATORY POST (
DEATH OF BJP'S MORADABAD CANDIDATE

STON

have asked the complainant to
provide us with the video. Once
we examine the footage, we can
ascertain whether the MLA in-

AN FIR has been registered deed made the abusive com-
against Samajwadi Party MLA Bijnor: Police in Bijnor on der Section 505(2) (state- ments mentioned in the FIR,"
Attaur Rahman on charges of Sunday arrested aSamajwadi  ments creating @r promoting said the SHO.
making “verbally abusive” re- Party supporter for makinga  enmity, hatred ¢r ill-will be- If the allegations were found
marks against Chhatrapal derogatory remark on the tween classes) of the Indian to be true, the next course of ac-
Gangwar, the BJP's Lok Sabha death of Kunwar Sarvesh  Penal Code andfelevant sec- tion would be taken, he added.
candidate from Bareilly, his Kumar, BJP's Lok Sabhacandi-  tions of the [nform According to the police,
nephew during a public meet- date from Moradabad, offi-  Technology Act. Jitendra alleges that the SP MLA
ing, police said. cials said. The Samajwadi Party has termed Gangwar and his
Rahman representsthe Baheri SHO of Kotwali policesta-  fielded Ruchi{Veera from nephew as robbers during anad-
assembly seat in Bareilly district. tion Sushil Saini said Faizan,a  Moradabad in t Pe Lok Sabha dress at Nehru Yuva Kendra on
The case was registered un- resident of Bijnor, had up-  elections. ! April 16. The complainant also
der Sections 153-A (promoting loaded a post on social media The BJP candidate from accused the legislator of accus-
enmity between groups), 505 with praised for the the seat, who was unwell for ing Chhatrapal and his nephew
(statements conducing to public Moradabad SP idateand ~ some time, died at Delhi's All of extorting money from busi-
mischief),and 500 (punishment aderogatory remark onthe  India Instituté of Medical nessmen and land-grabbing and
for defamation) of the Indian death of Kumar. Sciences on Saturday, accord- declaring his intentions to rid
Penal Code at the Kotwali police The SHO said a case was  ingtoa senior party leader. Bareilly of them, the police.
station in Bareilly on Saturday registered against Faizan un- Kumar was 72. PTI Also, attempts were made
based on a complaint filed by : through the speech to stoke re-
Jitendra Kumar, alocal résident _ Station House Officer (SHO), , possession.gfidvideo ¢lip with ; Jigiqus tensi isqiptcom-
who claimed to be a BJP worker. .- Kotwali police station, said the ‘;he_ . M}Rfs, remarks, against . nunal harmony., tﬁ; com-
Dines ar Sharma, —complainant claimed to'be in * *Gangwar and his nephew. “We  plainant claim "
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l “olice registered an FIR against Samajwa-

diParty (SP)member Faizan Malik foral-
legedly makinian indecent remark on late
Moradabad Lok Sabha candidate from BJP,
Kunwar Sarvesh Singh. The action was ta-
ken after BJP functionary Anshul Rajput fi-
ledacomplaintagainst Kotwali city
police station in Bijnor. In complaint,
Rajput stated that Malik celebrated Kun-
war’s death and posted a del ry remark
against him on media platforms, alle-
gedly sayi.n?v":‘:e mess hunted a wolf.’ Lo-
cals * e remark relating to SP

‘perce!

candidate Ruchi ”. Bijnor ¢ircle officer

(CO)Sangram Singh said, “Police registered

a case against Faizan Malik under IPC sec-

tions 505 and 66 b of the IT Act, The accused

was arrested and sent to jail under judicial
custody. A probe is under way. war Sar-
vesh Singh, who was unwell for some time,
died at ATIMS, Delhi, on Saturday. ™n
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- SPdistrictpres ex:;ﬁihiv-
' raj Singh, said, “Weraised the
@tlmesgr?upm issue of the wrong informa-
Agra: A con! rsy erupted  tion given in the vit by
in Firozabadaboutagediscre- BJP candidate.We have so-
pancies in poll affidavits of cellation of his nomi-
Thakur Vishwadeep Singh, ivraj
BJP candidate from Firoza-
bad, who allegedly aged by 15
yearsinad een 2014
and 2024. a1l
In hislatest election affida-
vit submitted on April 18,
Singh claims heis 75 yearsold. tha, dismi
However, the it from teas an attemipt to create
2014ind!catedhjsageas& versy.
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Before take-off; UP’s ai
getsr ready for votmg

Ayanﬂhnll'mu

g
ow in the final six £
months of its con- 2

struction, Noida In-
ternational Airport looks
likeagiant colony of cranes
that sits on a glistening bed
of golden wheat crop, their
stalks dense with pods
swaying lithely in the
breeze. It's quite the con-
trast to the mechanical
swings of towering cranes
inthe background, working
night and day to give shape
to what will be the airport’s
first phase, the kernel of an
ambitiousdevelopment tar-
get set by the state, which
wants to see it grow into

At present. the roads leading to
and from the Jewar airport area
are typical of villages, narrow,
dusty and congested

Asia’slargestairportbythe
end of the concession peri-
od in 2040.

Jewar, a large rural

day on Ap

rt town’
r 20

block that had no claim to
fame, is today known across
pountry as an airport
- thoﬂgb not the offi-
pame, * arairport’is
an identity hat has stuck -
with BJP pitching it as one

of the symbols of its deliv- :

of big infrastructure. :
g with other headline :
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Jewar underwent major transformation
between two LS polls but gaps remain

»Continued from P 1

A s Jewar, which is part of
A Gautam Budh Nagar cons-
tituency, prepares tovoteon
April 26, the five years between
two Lok Sabha elections have se-
enquiteadifference. In2019, all of
Jewar was farmland, dotted with
villages. Today, on 1,300 hectares
of land where farms and six villa-
gesstood isarunway,anairtraffic
control tower and a terminal buil-
dingnearingcompletion. By year-
end, the first flight could take off
from here.

Beyond the perimeter wall,
which marks the airport's radius
and hasatotalspanof 17km,aper-
petual haze of dust envelops the
sky, highlighting relentless pace
of activity as over 8,000 workers
press on with their tasks. The pa-
ce of development outside the bo-
undary wall, however, has not be-
en as dramatic. When it starts,
NIA will be one of India's most
modern airports, but operating
from a predominantly rural area.

At present, the roads leading
to and from the airport area are
typical of villages, narrow, dusty
and congested. Changes in the
character of the place have begun
to show, but only along the Yamu-
na Expressway, which connects
Greater Noida and Agra, with sle-
ek corporate and IT buildings co-
mingupon eitherside.

Land prices on song

YEIDA has chalked out a plan to
acquire at least 5,000 hectares of
land in the area in the coming ye-
ars for various development and
industrial projects. Propelled by
the airport, clusters for manufac-
turing industries like Apparel
Park, Handicraft Park and Toy
Park have been planned. Sify Infi-
nite Spaces and Jackson Ltd have
beenallocated fiveacresof land to
establish data centres.

The airport has already made
asignificant impact on real estate
values. Land prices have soared,
withparcels thatoncesoldfor Rs5
lakhnow commanding prices bet-
ween Rs 40-50 lakh, especially in
areas like Bulandshahr road,
Jhajjar road and Tirthali, which
lieclose totheairport. Rinku Goy-
al, who owns a hardware shop ne-
ar Jewar tehsil, said Jewar has
many positives to look at. “Deve-
lopment is taking place rapidly
here, with facilities like electrici-
ty, water and roads improving.

—— -

The price of land, which previo-
usly had very little value, is sky-
rocketing. Employment for yo-
uths will increase in the coming
days,” hesaid.

BJPis bullish

In projects planned around the
airport, BJP sees the foundations
of alarge future city as Noida ex-
pands eastwards, the carousel of
development expected to move
down the Yamuna Expressway as
the Noida Expressway region sa-
turates. In the 2022 assembly polls
that BJP won comfortably, kee-

“ In 2017, | said the kind
of development

in
Jewar had not happened
and vowed to build the
airport. The airport will not
only attract but
also boost UP’s by
Rs 1lakh crore in the com-
ing years
YOGI ADITYANATH
Chief Minister, Uttar Pradesh

ping a hold on a majority of seats
in west UP, the party’s emphasis
on development yielded divi-
dends. With the airport, which
was launched by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, expected to be
unveiled this year, it expects the
momentum to continue.
Addressing a Pral Sam-
melan earlier this month in Gau-
tam Budh Nagar, chief minister
Yogi Adityanath urged people to
vote for BJP candidate and two-ti-
me MP Mahesh Sharma, citing
thedevelopments in thearea. “To-

day, investments are %m g i:ﬁo

eyear BJP

the m Before2017 (t‘l
came to office in UP), peopleE—

red nameof Jewar due to far-
i ther

te to those whose land
quired for the airport
per sgm from Rs 2,300

fore Feh2023.

Cashin,butjobs? |
Sharma is right about’ e
but that's only a part
So far, the state govt Has

cheques went to a ha
landowners. Only 2.68
mersinlheacqumad

So, with costs rising but farm-
~from which an

the Jes
windfall from the air
earninga livelihood.
compensation money

in banks, some has gone into in-
vesting in land to capitalise on ri-
sing prices while people wait for
the economic boom from the air-
port that BJP talks about.

Protest & boycott call

Villagers of Ranhera and Kuraib,
among others, have announced
their intention to boycott the elec-
tions, citing unfulfilled promises.
These are locals with whom the
govt is negotiating for land for the
second phase of the airport. The
govt needs 1,365 hectares, of
which 1,181 hectares belongs to
farmersfrom Karauli Bangar, Da-
yanatpur, Kuraib, Ranhera, Mud-
harhand Beerampu:

Posters saying “mangein pi un
nahin to, visthapan nahi” (If de-
mandsarenot met, wearenotrea-
dy for displacement) have been
put up in streets, shops and outsi-
de homes. Some have got it prin-
ted on T shirts. “We put up these
postersout of frustration. Wemet
every official and staged dharnas,
but our demands went unheard,”
said Subedar Ram Sharan Singh
(retd). “One of the main demands
isthatapartfrom plotstobuild ho-
uses, there should be space to ke-
ep cattle. The size of the 50 square
metre plot govt is giving to one
child in the family (who is 18 or
above)should be100sqm. Most pe-
ople in our villages had voted for
BJP, but this time, we will boycott
the elections. Neither the MP nor
the MLA has come to meet us.”

Oppn's pitch

Opposition candidates - Mahend-
ra Nagar of SP (INDIA bloc) and
BSP’s Rajendra Singh Solanki -
argue BJP’s talk of development
whitewashes these concerns, ac-
cusing the party of failing to pro-
tect the interests of locals in Je-
war in pushing for the airport.
They have promised them abetter
compensation package, which in-
cludesjobs, if elected.

Nagar said, “This is an anti-
farmer govt,” Nagar said. “The
demands being raised by farmers
are valid. Govt has not managed
their rehabilitation properly but
isinahurry toacquireland. Mea-
sures have to be taken for their
welfarefirst.”

BSP is promising reservation
for locals. “We are with farmers
who have given up their ancestral
homes but have not been made
stakeholders in the process,” So-
lanki said.
e - .




W@ seamd e (Fften 9w ) T W, TG
T %Qzﬁ’ﬂmmm _— =3 #PR 2024

~

WHER 93 BT

raining rhymes in ddcoit-infested belt

as Shiv Kumar alias Dadua, Babuli Kol

No more brullet? echo, i{’

licetowin thetrustof villagersandare With the idea getting acceptance,

Kapil.Dixit@timesgroup.com
T working to promote education,” ADG ~ or Ambika Patelalias Thokiaand Gau- regular exercises are be

Prayagraj: In a paradigm shift, the F &  (Prayagraj zone) Bhanu Bhaskar told  ri Yadav's writ used to run large, till now under re being taken up
P xative in the dacoit-infested belt of y§ ror il s o TR aiedonenone now under ‘Padega Chitrakoot-Bathe-
Chitrakoot this Lok Sabha election, sisting that the exercise is 8 After the elimination of bandit Aj X »
has shifted to books from bullets, with of community policing, Bhaskar said, gangs, copsfaced: difficulties inconnec- wmmmmﬁmuagé?ng Hae
none other than the cops conducting “Initially, cops also turned teachers ting with villagers, main- p'.h m women
“Patha Ki Police Pathshala’ for the un- and took classes under “Patha ki police tained distance from polie due to va-  police among women und e image of
privileged kids in areas such as Mar- pathshala’. reasons. Shakti campal er Mission

i Cops ranking from constable to Su “Once the dacoit menze ended in "Under it, the women policemen

perintendent of golloe play different

the hilly terrain, the task Hore us was

knock at the doors at villages and

lnamswhlchusedmechawnh = for g Lohs et

bulletsn-qmthemﬂs!i!lﬁm.theu roles while organizing a sel an-  to help the unprivileged, i, and blocks

Kidsareattendingschools, singingrhy- chaupals to win the trust of villagers — VArE leget eam ﬂghm.'t:a;rg rise women about their
mes and learning tables, courtesy the who had maintained a distance from  of the society. Since it wadot easy for The scheme ‘Chu "";‘“1.
men-in-khaki, who in their new role police between 1970 and 2018. cops to connect with peo there, we  Bolo’ has also been ;s chedxh""‘“
are approaching parents and guardi- The jan chaupals are organized in thought of wooing themirough the  thegrievances otmm““ to solve
anstosend their children toschools. are cond dacoit-infested belt in Manikpur, Mar- promotion of educatic® claimed  Toincrease Vﬂt‘ns;:x:eenmge e

“Aftertheeliminationof major ban-
ditgangs, copsareworking
m—

as MitraPo-

Cops ucting ‘Patha Ki Police
shala'lwnnpﬂvllegdk‘d!lnmassucnas

Markundi, Manikpur, and Bahilpurwa

kundi, and Bahilpurwa localities whe-
re dacoits (referred to as baaghi) such

‘Arun Kumar Singh, supettendent of
police, Chitrakoot.

are also undertaking regular patrol-
lingand awareness initiatives. &
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ELECTION ECCENTRICS }

Candidates who keep coming back

80% LS candidates in
UP lose deposits,
show ECI records

K Sandeep Kumar
ksandeep kumar @livehindusan com

PRAYAGRAJ: The poll battle-
ground each time has some
tenacious independent candi-
dates who resort to unique ways
to emerge winners, They, how-
ever, end up as the ones who are
always in the fight but never
actually in the race.

They are not alone in losing
in big way as Election Com-
mision’s data shows the trend
that 80% of the candidates con-
testing the Lok Sabha elections
in Uttar Pradesh over the years
end up losing even their depos-
its. Such perennial candidates
across the country are often
dubbed as ‘Dharti Pakad’, a term
associated with late Kaka Jogin-
der Singh aka Dharti Pakad of
‘who during his lifetime
:&nmled 300 polls unsuccess-

ly.

Like him, in UP there is Vinod
Kumar Yadav of Chandauli who
since 2005 has d ani

Year

N RACE BUT NEVER IN FIGHT Agra’s ‘perennial’ Hasnu Ram
Candidates  Deposits Percentage
Forfeited Hemendra Chaturvedi
- ” a m‘ Hemendra.chaturvedi@htlive.com
- 292 88 AGRA: Hasnu Ram Ambed-
tee Whas e s by perosenyon
testing elections despite fac-

1242 1073 86.39

e

1605 1393 86.79

L3297 3062 9287 |

1037 807 71.82
5667 W0k 963 . .79m

1138 907 79.70

1288

idates, though

lost polls right from Gram Prad-
han, District Panchayat, Block
Development Council to UP Leg-
islative Assembly and Lok
Sabha. No different is the story
of Chhedu of Kau-
shambi district who is
in his fifties and has
contested 11 elections
k idhan Sabha
and Lok Sabha during
the last 24 years win-
ning just once on the

these also include many
national, state-level and regis-
tered unrecognised party candi-
dates. Security deposit is
required to be deposited by the
candidates during nomi-
nation. This amount is
deposited in i govern-
ment treasury through
treasury  challans.
According to the norms
of the Election Commis-

were from national parties, one
was from a state-level party, 478
from registered unrecognised
parties and all 262 were inde-
pendent candidates.

The situation was more or
less similar in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections also.

Inthis election, a total of 1288
candidates, including 239 from
national parties, 86 from state
level parties, 590 from regi
unrecognized parties and 373

post of a BDC member. Elections l; confiscated oniym

in 2002. This door-to=
door utensil seller from:
‘Taibapur village of Sira-
thu tehsil in Kaushambi is now
preparing to contest Lok Sabha
elections-2024 knowing well
that he would lose his deposit
this time too.

‘The average of such candi-
dates could be eight out of 10
who end up losing their deposits
in every poll held in U” post-In-
dependence, shows t2¢ ECl data.

those candidates who
fail to get more than
even one-sixth of the
total valid votes cast in the elec-
tion. Records show that in 2019
Lok Sabha elections, a total of
979 candidates including 195
from national parties, 40 from
state level parties, 480 from reg-
istered unrecognised parties and

were in the

were in the fray
for the 80 Lok Sabh f

ing defeat in 98 previous
attempts since 1985. Unfazed
by setbacks, he embarks on
his 99th and 100th electoral
campaigns for Agra and
Fatehpur Sikri seats, driven
solely by his passion for
electoral participation. His
nomination was rejected
from Fatehpur Sikri (Agra
ural

‘mobility challenges, Ambed-
Kkari remains resolute, sym-
bolizing an unwavering
commitment to his demo-
cratic rights.

His family, acknowledg-
ing his unorthodox pursuit,

).
Despite his age and recent

Reflecting on past disap-
pointments, including bro-
ken political promises and
personal sacrifices, Ambed-
kari remains undeterred,

respects his passion, empha-  attributing his resilience to
sising hi i personal rather
to his beliefs. than electoral success.
Ambedkari's  diverse As he approaches the
employment history, from  symbolic milestone of 100
MNREGA worker to clerk, ~contests, he acknowledges
reflects his resourcefulness  the uncertainties of fate but
in funding his candidacies, remains steadfast in his pur-
ensuring independence  suit of democratic engage-
from family support. ment.
was confiscated while in the  of 3,449 candidates out of 3461

2004 Lok Sabha elections, 907
outof 1138 ie79.

who contested the elections as
i were also for-

percent lost their deposits.

86% across the country
had lost their deposits
In the 2019 Lok Sabha electi

state. Of these, the deposits of
1,087 (84.39%) candidates were
lost. Among the 1087 candidates
who lost their deposits, 101 were
from national parties, 27 from
state level parties while maxi-
‘mum 586 candidates from regis-
tered unrecognised parties had
their deposits confiscated.
Deposits of 373 independent
idates who contested the

264
fray for 80 Lok Sabha seats in
Uttar PRadesh. Of these, 819

A those who
lose their secunty deposit are

(83.65%) lost their
deposits and among them 76

elections were also confisca

In the 2009 Lok Sabha elec-
tions, the security deposit of 1155
out of 1,368 candidates ie 84.42%

a total of 8054 candidates con-
tested from 543 parliamentary
seats across the country out of
which the deposits of 6,923 were
forfeited, which was 85.95% of

\} Of the total

feited.
Highest in 1996, lowest in
1957

Of the 17 general elections held
between 1952 and 2019, the 1996
election saw the maximum
deposits of 93% of the candidates
being forfeited in UP. In this elec-
tion, a lml‘o_f 337 mndida(sr

e
8,054 candidates, 1454 were
from national parties, out of
which the deposits of 6,70 were
forfeited. Likewise, 50 out of 347
candidates of state level parties
and 2,754 out of 2,792 candidates
of registered unrecognised par-
ties were not able to save their
security deposits. The deposits

y
UPoutof which _the deposits
of 3,062 were forfeited. At the
same time, in 1957, the deposits
of least, around 30.13% of the
candidates were confiscated.
There were a total of 292 candi-
dates in that election and the
deposits of 88 were forfeited.
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Why adverse climatic |

condition

issue in Bundglkha d

M
@timesgroup.com

Jhansi: While the scientists

1S NO pO

Exemévedn‘ector,
for Science and Env
ment, Anumita Roychowdhu-
rysays,'localslgnsof or-

have predicted 2024 tobeeven  sening climate impactsareal-
hotter than the p year ready starkly evident in the
amidst El Nino effegt brea- Bundelkhand region indica-
kingall pastrecords, isn’t ting hi mic impacts.
anything different for Bun- This needs imme
delkhand, a region for local attention to bu-
its extreme clhnatic‘,condi- ild an ral mandate
tions. und the for mains
The region has been vul- mingthe ate narrative
nerable to swift changing cli- thelocal development ag
matic conditions m: life and mobilise political and
tough for its inhabi .For electoratesupport forit."
example, the region re nﬂy Climate activist hjay
witnessed huge crop Singh says that lack of sénsi-
duetountimely rain aﬂdhall- tivity among common people
storm followed by damages and politicians towards the
due to wildfire becauseof hot  tough climatic conditions he-
TOI
B
i i3 L
-’ .
Jal Saheli, a group water v p for rejuvel n
of the Gorari river in area of the district !
winds inaperiodof a th. rehasm i
The delayed mo to that re| affects the
the region makes it difficult pulation.
for the farmers here to susta- BJP sitting MP and
intheir cattle, forcing them to

abandon them - a cruel txadi
tion known as mnaprgtha
locally.

During the monsoon
months, lightning claims a
higher number of lives here
as compared to the rest of Ut-
tar Pradesh. Heavy rains re-
sult in severe loss of cro

While thelocal population

* deals with these issues every
day, surprislnglx these don't
figure in the poll eam
. intheregion.

Recently, a group of wo-
* men water warriors, known

as ‘Jal Saheli’, raised the is-

+ sue from a public platform
while demanding it to be
the poll agenda of all the

* tical parties.

el
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